AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 3, 2003

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2003-04 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 345

Introduced by Assembly Member McCarthy

February 11, 2003

An act to-amend-Sectien11200repeal Section 11327.4 of, and to
repeal and add Section 11327.5 thie Welfare and Institutions Code,
relating to public social services.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSELS DIGEST

AB 345, as amended, McCarthy. CalWORkanctions

Existing federal law provides for allocation of federal funds through
the federal Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) block
grantprogram to eligible states. Existing law provides for the California
Work Opportunity and Responsibility to Kids (CalWORKS) program
for the allocation of federal funds received through the TANF program,
under which each county provides cash assistance and other benefits to
gualified low-income families.

Fhis-bilhweuld-make—a-teehnical—Ronsubstantive-change-te these

Underexisting law, when an individual fails or refuses to comply with
specified components of the CalWORKSs program without good cause,
the individual is subject to prescribed financial sanctions.

This bill would delete the existing sanction requirements. The bill
would instead require, notwithstanding existing law, and subject to
specified good cause exemptions, the removal of a sanctioned
individual fromthe primary assistance unit for a specified period, or the
termination of cash payments to the family, including qualified state
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expendituresyntil the individual resumes full participation inggram
activities. The bill would apply these sanctions based on whether the
individual’s failure to comply is partial or total, and the length of time
for which the failure to comply persists.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee- yes
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:
SECHONI—Seetion11200-of-the-Welare—and-nastitutions

Ceodeisamendedtoread:
11200—TFhis-chaptershallbe - knewn—and-may-be-eiteds-as the
r I ; I e o and

may-alse-be-citedasthe CalWORKspregf

SECTION 1. Section 11327.4 of the Welfére and Institutions
Code is repealed.
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SEC. 2. Section 11327.5 of the Welfare and Institutions Code
is repealed.
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departmentshalladeptregulationste-conform-tofedera :
39 SEC. 3. Section 11327.5 is added to the Welfare and
40 Institutions Code, to read:
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11327.5. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, if an
individual in afamily receiving assistance under this chapter fails
to engage in activities required atcordance with this chapter, or
other activities in accordance with the plan established for the
family pursuant to Section 608(b) of Title 42 of the United States
Code, the county shall take the following actions:

(a) If the failure is partial or persists for not more than one
month, the sanctioned individual shall be removed from the
primary assistance unit for that month.

(b) If the failure is total and persists for at least two consecutive
months, terminate all cash payments to the family including
gualified state expenditures for at least one month thereafter until
the individual resumes full participation in the activities, subject
to good cause exemptions set forth in subdivision (f) of Section
11320.3.
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